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And I have a few bits of business, if I
may, and then we will open the floor to
the other speakers.

————
APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the President of the
Senate, pursuant to Public Law 106-286,
appoints the following Members to
serve on the Congressional-Executive
Commission on the People’s Republic
of China: The Honorable ANGUS S. KING
of Maine and The Honorable TAMMY
DUCKWORTH of Illinois.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE WEEK OF
MARCH 19 THROUGH MARCH 25,
2023, AS “NATIONAL POISON PRE-
VENTION WEEK” AND ENCOUR-
AGING COMMUNITIES ACROSS
THE UNITED STATES TO RAISE
AWARENESS OF THE DANGERS
OF POISONING AND PROMOTE
POISON PREVENTION

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be discharged, and the
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 123.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 123) recognizing the
week of March 19 through March 25, 2023, as
‘“National Poison Prevention Week’ and en-
couraging communities across the United
States to raise awareness of the dangers of
poisoning and promote poison prevention.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of March 23, 2023,
under ‘“Submitted Resolutions.”’)

————

MORNING BUSINESS

123) was

TRIBUTE TO COLLEEN CALLAHAN

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, since
1987, we have recognized March as
Women'’s History Month. It is an oppor-
tunity to honor the women who have
served our Nation throughout our his-
tory.

This March, I want to commend one
woman who has devoted her life to
serving my home State of Illinois: Col-
leen Callahan. After nearly 4 years of
service, Colleen recently stepped down
from her role as the first-ever female
director for the Illinois Department of
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Natural Resources. Throughout her
tenure, Colleen was a dedicated stew-
ard of our State’s natural wonders, all
while navigating a once-in-a-century
pandemic. While this was an historic
challenge, it was far from the first she
has faced in her career. Time and
again, Colleen has stood up in the face
of adversity and persevered.

Colleen has a record of breaking
down barriers. As a young woman liv-
ing on a family farm near Milford, IL,
she took a keen interest in agriculture,
which, back then, was something of a
boy’s club. But that didn’t stop her
from pursuing her childhood passion.
She participated in livestock shows
and even achieved the title of Youngest
Exhibitor of a Grand Champion at the
International Livestock Exhibition in
Chicago at just 9 years old. Despite her
talent and success, Colleen was unable
to join the Future Farmers of America,
not because of merit, but because
women were not yet eligible for consid-
eration. But she pressed on.

After high school, Colleen attended
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, and pursued a degree in ag-
ricultural communications, at a time
when very few women were represented
in broadcast journalism. As a freshman
in college, she became the first woman
to join the Illinois State 4-H Livestock
Judging Team, a true full-circle mo-
ment. By the time she graduated with
honors in 1973, she had already accept-
ed her first job as an agribusiness re-
porter for WMBD-TV in Peoria. For the
next three decades, Colleen made her
dream of becoming a broadcast jour-
nalist a reality.

And her record of accomplishment
was just beginning. After years as a
successful reporter, Colleen became the
first-ever female agribusiness director
for WMBD-TV. Shortly after, she
served as the first female president of
the National Association of Farm
Broadcasting. Being the ‘first” is
never easy, but, as evidenced by her re-
markable career, Colleen has never
been afraid to venture into new terri-
tory. And, because of her determina-
tion, she has opened many doors that
have previously been closed to women
in agriculture.

In addition to her passion for broad-
casting and agriculture, Colleen also
has answered the call to public service.
Really, she was born for it. Colleen
comes from a family of true public
servants: Her uncle, Gene Callahan,
was a dear friend of mine, and a life-
long Democrat whom I worked along-
side under former U.S. Senator, and my
mentor and friend, Paul Simon. And
Gene’s daughter—Colleen’s cousin—is
former Congresswoman Cheri Bustos,
who represented Illinois’ 17th Congres-
sional District from 2013 to January of
this year—mot to mention her father,
Francis Callahan, who was chair of the
Iroquois County Democrats, and her
grandfather, Joe Callahan, who was
vice chairman of the Iroquois County
Democrats and a member of the Illinois
State House of Representatives.
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So it was no surprise when Colleen
announced she was running for Illinois’
18th Congressional District in 2008.
While she may have come up just short
in that race, Colleen speaks fondly of
the experience. She once said, ‘‘Not
winning doesn’t mean losing!”’

But still, Colleen went on to win
countless victories for the people of Il-
linois. Shortly after her run for Con-
gress, then-President Barack Obama
appointed her to serve as the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Illinois
State Director of Rural Development.

And in March 2019, Illinois Governor
JB Pritzker appointed her as director
of the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, making her the first woman
in Illinois history to hold this position.
The Illinois Department of Natural Re-
sources helps manage our more than
400 State parks, historic sites, wildlife,
and water resources. Colleen had about
a year to get her bearings as director
until the COVID-19 pandemic hit. And
during this unprecedented and tumul-
tuous time, she certainly rose to the
occasion. She preserved and expanded
our State’s invaluable natural re-
sources at the exact moment they were
needed. During the darkest days of the
pandemic, Illinoisans sought comfort
and quality time outdoors. So our
State parks, historical sites, and nat-
ural areas became a sanctuary for
many—and Colleen was there for our
families every step of the way.

In 2021, she spearheaded the effort to
re-name an invasive species of fish—
previously known as Asian carp—to
““Copi,” short for the word ‘‘copious,”
given how abundant the carp is in Illi-
nois rivers and streams.

And, after a consistent, decades-long
decline in general revenue funding for
the Illinois Department of Natural Re-
sources, Colleen secured the depart-
ment’s largest State budget in more
than 20 years, which is now funding
long overdue improvements at sites
across our State. Today, Colleen’s hard
work is paying off. With these new
funds, she has played a hand in reopen-
ing the Rend Lake Resort, located in
Wayne Fitzgerrell State Park in
Franklin, IL. For a long time, the Rend
Lake Resort served as Franklin’s eco-
nomic powerhouse, but after years of
neglect and financial troubles, the re-
sort had no option but to prepare for
permanent closure. Its future seemed
bleak until Colleen stepped in and
saved the day. And later this year, the
department will break ground on a
$17.5 million renovation that will re-
vamp the facility and breathe fresh life
into Rend Lake Resort.

This investment, along with Col-
leen’s efforts to reduce Illinois’ carbon
footprint and mitigate the effects of
climate change, has and will make a
difference in the lives of every Illi-
noisan. While Colleen has closed this
chapter of her distinguished career,
she, thankfully, has no plans to fully
retire from public life. For her, there is
still much left to be done.

I want to thank Colleen for her dedi-
cation to public service and for never
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being afraid to shatter a few glass ceil-
ings along the way. She is a trailblazer
and a role model to many. Illinois is
truly grateful for her contributions to
our great State. Loretta and I wish
Colleen and her husband Dick much
happiness in their next chapter.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING LEGACY
MANUFACTURING COMPANY

e Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial
spirit. This week, it is my privilege to
recognize Legacy Manufacturing of
Marion, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week for the week of March
27, 2023.

When it came to everyday construc-
tion and household tools, the Weems
family was unsatisfied with the current
products on the market. In 1986, the
family decided to take matters into
their own hands and opened a small
manufacturing company to develop
products they considered to be lacking
in the market. Through decades of
dedication to crafting innovative prod-
ucts, the Weems family business has
grown into Legacy Manufacturing, a
company that makes high-quality,
long-lasting tools and equipment for
professional and consumer use. Legacy
Manufacturing is a prime example of
the two things that make America
great: entrepreneurial spirit and fam-
ily.

For almost 40 years, Legacy Manu-
facturing has kept smart engineering,
quality materials, and top-notch pro-
duction standards at the forefront of
their company. Starting off as a small
manufacturer in eastern Iowa, Legacy
Manufacturing has received national
recognition for their uniquely designed
innovative hose, which they named the
“Flexzilla.” The Flexzilla is a staple in
their product line and can be found
across global markets. The Flexzilla is
lighter and has a more durable outer
cover than the traditional water hose.
Additionally, the entire hose is drink-
ing water safe, so kids on a hot Iowa
summer day can enjoy a refreshing
drink, and parents can rest easy know-
ing that the Flexzilla is made with this
in mind.

Legacy Manufacturing’s commit-
ment to quality products has paid off.
The Flexzilla hose has consistently
been ranked the best garden hose for
years. Recently, it was ranked as one
of the best garden hoses of 2023 by Peo-
ple Magazine and NBC News. Ulti-
mately, it was ranked as the best gar-
den hose overall for 2023 in an inde-
pendent review by USA Today and was
named one of the ‘‘best of the best”
garden hoses by BestReviews LLC in
2022.

The Weems family’s leadership has
been integral to revolutionizing the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

consumer experience and has emerged
as a unique market leader for a wide
range of tools. When a customer buys a
product from Legacy Manufacturing,
they can be assured that they are get-
ting the best product on the market in
terms of quality, innovation, and prod-
uct safety. Legacy Manufacturing of-
fers a wide range of professional grade
service and maintenance equipment for
the automotive, industrial, contractor,
agricultural, and marine markets
throughout North America. The motto
of the company is ‘‘taking the work
out of work.” This means that they
make sure each of their products are
made from quality materials and en-
sure that they are built to last. Legacy
Manufacturing currently is home to six
different brands: the Legacy brand,
Flexzilla, ColorConnex, SmartFlex,
Lock-n-Load, and Workforce. All of
these brands have a different focus to
diversify the product line and ensure
that every customer is satisfied with
their product. They have gone so far
that they even created YouTube videos
that demonstrate to consumers how
each of their products work.

For over 40 years, Legacy Manufac-
turing has been able to achieve success
in eastern Iowa. In 2016, they com-
pleted their 133,000-square-foot facility
in Marion, TA. In 2017, they were able
to start a 200,000-square-foot expansion
of their facilities in Marion, thanks to
the Iowa Economic Development Au-
thority—IEDA—grant program. The
expansion adds to the growing re-
shoring movement in an effort to bring
back manufacturing jobs to the United
States. The expansion created 13 new
jobs which brought the number of peo-
ple employed by Legacy Manufacturing
to about 75 employees. Overall, the
company brings hope and prosperity to
Iowa as more manufacturing jobs re-
turn to the United States.

Not only has the company received
wide acclaims by industry experts for
their high-performing products, Legacy
Manufacturing and the Weems family
have been recognized for their commit-
ment to employing Iowans and growing
the local economy. I want to commend
the Weems family and the entire team
at Legacy Manufacturing for their
commitment to innovation and for
their perseverance in growing their
manufacturing company in the United
States. Congratulations, I look forward
to your continued growth and success
in Towa.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Kelly, one of his sec-
retaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

March 27, 2023

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 406. An act to provide for the treat-
ment of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations as an international organization for
purposes the International Organizations Im-
munities Act, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House of Representatives having pro-
ceeded to reconsider the resolution
(H.J. Res. 30) providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of Labor
relating to ‘“‘Prudence and Loyalty in
Selecting Plan Investments and Exer-
cising Shareholder Rights’, returned
by the President of the United States
with his objections, to the House of
Representatives, in which it origi-
nated, it was resolved that the said res-
olution do not pass, two-thirds of the
House of Representatives not agreeing
to pass the same.

At 4:52 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 5. An act to ensure the rights of par-
ents are honored and protected in the Na-
tion’s public schools.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 25. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony as
part of the commemoration of the days of re-
membrance of victims of the Holocaust.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 5. An act to ensure the rights of par-
ents are honored and protected in the Na-
tion’s public schools; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

H.R. 406. An act to provide for the treat-
ment of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations as an international organization for
purposes of the International Organizations
Immunities Act, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

—————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-801. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator of the Environmental
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